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VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PUNJ AB, 
NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 

Received up to 9th Jany., 1873. 


POLITICAL MOMESTIC). 

Tae Oudh Akhbér, of the 3rd January, 1873, under the 
heading “‘ Lucknow Local News,” states that three respectable- 
looking’ men are going about watching the wealthy and well- 
to-do citizens; they are sometimes seen in the city where 
they give themselves out as citizens and inspectors.of Bengal 
Police; sometimes they visit the serait, where they lodge, and 
they have obtained pecuniary assistance from some of the resi- 
dents of Lucknow. The writer adds that he has a descriptive- 
roll of these persons, but does not care to publish it, as what 
he has already written ougnt to suffice. 


~The Allygurh Ins titute Gazette, of the same date, pubttshion 
an article on the subject of holding Court in our Government 
Offices twice a day, or rather dividing the work. The writer 
says that an English news-writer, under the impression that 
it would be an excellent plan to hold Court from early morn- 
ing to 11 a.m., and again from 2 P. M. until dusk, has recom- 
mended his ideasto Government, And certain of the, autho- 
rities have issued a circular calling for opinions on the subject, 
especially as regards its suitability to both officials and suitors, 
The writer goes at some length into the disadvantages of the 
plan. both as regards officials and the public, .and ends by 
expressing a hope that it may not be sanctionéd. = 


3.) 
The Lawrence Gazette, of the same date, publishes the letter 
of a correspondent commenting upon the evils arising from of 
the practice of loading Native children with ornaments. The 
writer considers that those who persist in doing so, notwith- 
standing repeated warnings, are in « state of great ignorance, 
and_ are’ in fact enemies to theif own children.’ He gives ah 


instance of a brutal murder in the Rohtuk District, in which 
a child was killed for its jewels, worth Rs. 20. 


In conclusion, he enquires why parents de not, endeavour 
to adorn the. minds of their children, instead of decorating 
them outwardly with what is of so little benefit to them. | 


The Panjabi Akhbdr, of the 4th January, alludes to an 
article which appeared in the Mdlwah Akhbdr regarding the 
assistance rendered by Government to the people of the country 
in cases of loss by famine, fire, or other calamity, as compared 

with that rendered by Native Chiefs. The Panjabi Akkbér 
says,— We concur with our contemporary in his opinion 
that the English Government does not assist its subjects to the 
same extent as is generally done by the chiefs of independent 
States, notwithstanding the fact that in these States there is 
great oppression and misrule. In the time of need, Native 
Chiefs are ever teady to assist their subjects, and they do 
s0 with such open-handed generosity, that the people forget 
all the oppression they have to endure, and only think of the 
liberality shown them in their troubles.” The writer then 
proceeds to give, as illustrations, the conduct of the Nawab 
of Tonk, who recently gave Rs. 2,000 to be distributed among 
some sufferers by: a conflagration which destroyed some 
1 150 houses in his territory; and that of the Gaekwar of 
Baroda, who made good the losses sustained by the people of 
Gandawa, where the cultivation was destroyed by an over~ 
abundance of rain. It is added that “all independent chiefs 
_act.ib like manner, and the editor of the Malwdh Akhbér con- 
trasts this conduct with that of the British Government i in the 
time of the Orissa Famine, when some 15 lakhs of people 


Biawe we 
. died, and no on6: hebded it ; and in the Bajpiitana Famine, 


when some’ 12 lakhs of : ‘pbo ple suffered aimatlanty and no one 
even n made — irito the case.” beer fo 


“The Aeiina AMbe, of the 22nd J anuary, publishes sti 
retitarke of 4 cofrespondent on thé need of some rules for ad-- 
‘dressirio the Natives of the country. The writer says,—“ There 
are many English, as well as the lower class of East Indians, 
who, as a rule, how a warit of due respect in addressing Hin- 
dustanees, evideritly looking upon them as alow and degraded 
race, unwotthy of the respect to which each one is entitled as 
“Babu,” “ Munshi,” “ Lalla,” or ‘“ Pundit;” whereas the 
poor Natives address the least among the Peecpees classes, 
verbally, as “Mr.” so and so, ahd as‘ Esquire” in their corres- 
pondenee. The reason of this is plain : they look down upon 
Hindustariees, and consider themselves real geritlemen. If 
such gentlemen as Messrs. Reid, Kempson, Waterfield, and 
Maenaghten, who are really entitled to the distinction, cott- 
sider theniselves such, the case is different: becatse they are 
well-bred and occupy high positions ; such mien doubtless com- 
mand respect, and stich men never forget to address Hindus- 
tanees in a propet manner when they write to them. If ‘only 
those Englishmen who arrive fresh from Europe neglected 
the observance of: this courtesy, it would not much signify, 
because they do not know any better. But there are people 
of Hindustan who have become Christians, who wear jackets 
and pantaloons, who are even blacker than coal, and who call 
themselves gentlemen, and Jook downupon the Natives whom 
they call black-men, and do not see that they are on the 
same level with themselves.” The writer goes on to repeat | 
his complaint, and suggests that Government should frame 
some such rule to be observed in regard to it as has been done 
at Bombay, in order that the distasteful mode of address may 
be put a stop to. And he coneludes with an expression of 
opinion that our just Governor, Sir William Muir, will take 
notice of and remedy the evil. Beret 


ee 
POLITICAL (FOREIGN). — 
_. The Ab-i-Hayat-i-Hind, of the 1st January, 1873, is of 
opinion that the English and Russians differ in the following 
respects,— The English are a free people, and anxious that 
others should be free: Inthe administration of the law strict 
justice is observed, and no partiality shown, moreover the 
actions of Governmentare permitted to be made known through 
the medium of the public press, by means of which the mea~ 
sures introduced into parliament, the state of the finances, and 
all that concerns the people at large, is made public. Besides 
this, Government is always ready to listen to the suggestions 
of the press and the people, with the view of adopting them 
as far as possible. The people are contented, because they 
are invested with a certain amount of influence in matters 
affecting themselves; and oppression is not permitted: for 
which reason the people of free countries only are faithful and 
loyal subjects to the ruling power. On the other hand, the 
Russians are a hard-hearted race, and great partiality is dis- . 
played in the administration of the law. In regard to free- 
dom, the present Emperor has followed the good example of 
England concerning slavery, and has emancipated all slaves. 
But if a person gives publicity to any political measure, he is 
banished to Siberia, where he dies from the extreme cold. 
The dependencies of Russia are generally jdiscontented, and 
the Russian Government can only be compared to that of 
Bokhara, where the same amount of discontent prevails. ’? 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 3rd January, 1873, publishes 
the following under the heading “ Bikaneer :”— 

“A person of dark complexion, tall, and about 35 years of 
age, may be seen in the Mohullah Mahavathan. He gives 
himself out to be one of the Delhi Princes, and declares that 
since the mutiny he has been wandering about the country, 
but is generally concealed from Government officials. The 
eunuchs, who were formerly employed by the ex-king of Delhi, 
- and are now in the service of the Maharajah of Bikaneer, 

as well as other persons, were asked to speak to this man’s 


(5) | 
identity ; they declared that they could not do so, but they gave 
some clue to his antecedents.” ‘The man is said to be 
noquainted with the “tarkashi” (gold embroidery) trade; he — 
wears a large knot of hair on his head. One day he went up 
to att officer of thé Maharaj ah of Bikaneer, and whispered 
something in his ear, on which the officer gave him Rs. 2. 

The Akhbdr-i-Alam, of the 1st January, mentions that the 
Maharajah of Puttialla has generously forgiven céertain ser4 
vants of the estate payment of nearly a lakh and a half 
of rupees, which were debts contracted in the time of his 
grandfather (Maharajah Kutreem Sing). It is further noticed 
that the Maharajah of Baroda feasted 1,000 Brahmins on his 
birthday, in addition to giving each a present of one gold 
imohur (Baroda, coinage). 3 

EDUCATIO N aos | : 

Tat Akmdl-ul-Akhbdr, of the 29th December, in ‘an article 
upon the indiscriminate admission of all castes and classes of 
boys into Government schools, compares the Educational 
Department to a “tray of loot,” of which all-who please par- 

take. The writer declares that the teachers may be anything ; 
they have only to acquire a little knowledge to - become 
tutors, as the Government care only to have the improvement 
‘of mind and morals looked to. “ But,” he adds,“ the general 
‘complaint is, that educated men from colleges and schools 
are wanting in this respect, inasmuch as not ten in a hun- 
‘dred possess these virtues. When they have obtained an 
-appointment, their religion is set aside or resumed, if it so 
‘suits them, regardless of all proper feeling; and the worst fea- 
ture of the case is that Government does not look to the wis- 
dom and respectability of those who are engaged as teachers : 
nor are proper enquiries made into their character and ante- 
cedents. The writer goes on to say that things have come to 


‘such a pass, that in the Zillah School of Goozrat, there may 
-be seen a number of children of the very lowest order of 
prostitutes, who are s chool-fellows with boys of the most res- 
Pectable classes, which cannot be pleasing to the latter, 


(6) 


although there is no particular rule which proliibits such ¢oni- 
panionships. He concludes by saying that the subject. might 
be: carried to considerable length, :as it requis‘es ventilation 3 
but he prefers thus briefly to direct the attention of the 
Director of Public Instruction in the Punjab to the matter, 
in order that the cause of complaint may be removed. 


The .Ab-i-Héyat-i-Hind, of the 1st January, 1873, re- 
publishes. a representation made to Government: by the Anju 
man-i-Huk, to the effect that in the cities, towns, and ‘villages, 
there is a great want of that kind of education by which the 
people would be enabled to lay aside their ignorant habits 
and customs, and learn to be modest and-good, as all who 
are educated are found to be, while those who are not, feel 
ashamed of their faults instead of parading them. The writer 
goes on to say that before the spread of education, it was a 
common custom for thousands of the most respectable men 
in. the city of Agra to sing and dance, and join the ignorant 
classes in the “holi”’ festivities—accomplishments of which 
they appeared quite proud. But, by the blessing of education, 
this custom has been discontinued,, and is only indulged in 
by the lower classes. ‘If, therefore, Government desires to 
discourage such senseless customs, it ought to look more to 
the spread of education, and, in the first instance, introduce 
books treating of good manners and morals, after which those 
on scientific subjects and general knowledge might follow.” 


The Kavi Vachan Sudhd, of the 30th December, 1872, heads 
‘an article—‘ A sacrifice at the Normal School, Benares,”— 
stating that the master employed in teaching surveying has 
been dismissed, and the class abolished. The writer ‘'adds,— 
“ This is well, for in proportion as the Government saves, so 
will our load of taxation be lessened. And here we might 
say, that by such acts Government clearly shows that the 
‘English wish only to teach such knowledge as will enable us 
to become Moulvies. For ‘instance, what isthe reason that in 
this country there should be thousands of large and small 
schools, and yet not one School of Arts? The answer is that 


cry 


he fin lish do not, foil their hearts, due that. H indus 
should surpass them in knowledge, and be able to do alt they 
do; becatise, should the- peuple ‘of the ‘country obtain such 
proficiency im the arts and sciences, it will lessen the impor- 
tance of the English ; for what the Native looks at in astom- 
ishment now, he. would then view as common-place. But 
this is not: all: there would be less profit derived than there 
is now by Europeans, as the articles imported from’ Europe 
could be manufactured in this country. Moreover, the Eng- 
lish are afraid of the effect a knowledge of the arts and 
sciences might have on the Natives; they think it might 
make them courageous and determined ; for, among other 
things, the manufacture of arms would be included.” The 
writer says that these motives can be easily seen through, 
and is of opinion that it is the fear of the. Natives becoming 
too clever in this respect, that has led to. the discontinuance 
of the surveying class above alluded to. He concludes by 
giving it as his opinion, that itis the misfortune of the. people 
of the country that they: will. not look to their own, and 
enquires why they purchase trifling toys at 8 annas, when 
they can make them for a quarter of that sum. “ What will 
_ Syud Ahmud Khan gain by teaching Arabic to the Musal- 
- mans? Why does he not teach them the arts and sciences 

Instead? The funds called Memorial Funds are numerous; 
and there are many great and generous donors, but with all 
this there is no School of Arts. The Hindus may be sure that 
_ when the.time: arrives for defence, or seeking protection, the 

fact of being a B. A., or shaking the beard on the acquires 
ment: of Arabic, or aie of Sanscrit, will be of nouse. A 
ktiowledge of the arts and 8 sciences alone will then save their 
houses and. homes.”* pig end 

: ‘MISCELLANEOUS 3 


The. Rajputéna Sociat Sciencé Congress Gazette, of the orth 
December, 1872, under the heading “3 Dasoity,?” mentions 
that on the 19th November some: 25° or 80 Bheels and resi- 
dents .of" Banswarra attacked the village of Sool inthe Pertab- 
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gurh Division about midnight, and burnt it. A number of 
cattle were destroyed, and five persons wounded, It is added 
‘that three children were burnt to death, and a large quantity 
of grain ‘was consumed, Some of the wounded declare that 
they recognize the offenders as people from Banswarra, The 
case is being enquired into, pipe 


The Panjdbi Akhbér, of the 28th December, 1872, has an 
article on what the writer considers a subject worthy of the 
notice of Government—viz., the want of attention paid by the 
authorities to foreign travellers in this country. He proceeds | 
to say,—“‘ Europeans of the lower classes, who have not the 
means of defraying their travelling expenses, are provided by 
Government witha. suitable sum to enable them to return to 
their own country. But Asiatics are totally unacquainted with 
such favours ; they are moreover obliged to suffer-other losses 
instead, as no regard is paid to their condition.”” In proof 
of his argument, the writer instances the recent case of Syud 
Ibrahim, a Turkish merchant, :who came to India for trade. 
On arriving at Ambala, he had in his possession some Rs. 4,000 
in cash, which he exchanged for currency notes ; but on his 
arrival at Amritsur, he was eased of them all. He adver- 
tised, and ‘did all he could to recover them, and even offered 
a reward, but he did not succeed; the missing property was 
not forthcoming, The writer expresses regret that the cur- 
rency office should not have done its best to recover the notes, ‘ 
and adds that by the carelessness of that office the poor man wds 
obliged to suffer the serious loss by which he has been ruined, 
and from being a wealthy prosperous man has‘been reduced 
to beggary, as he has literally no means of subsistence. -The 
writer concludes by stating that the editor of the Indian Pub. 
lic Opinion is anxious. to get. up.a subscription among the 
Natives; but for himself, he advises ‘Government to adopt 
_ some means of protecting people po situated, who come.to 
, Hindoostan as strangers, ignorant of the rules and customs of 
g the country, or the fame of the British rule will suffer. He 
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( & }. 
also recommends the case of the unfortunate Turk to the o_o 
nble notice of Government. 


Referring to the Mayo Memorial Fund, the same 2 paper 
expresses & confident hope that the money collected will be 
devoted to a purpose which the people of the Panj ab | may 
The Akhbdr-t-Anj umdén-t-Elind, of the same date, an 
the headin; g “ Benares,”’ states that at-Rajghat, near the Rail- 
way Station; there is a bridge-of-boats over the river, at which’ 

a fee of one pice was demanded in the time of Gungut Sing, 
Contractor, and a ticket was given to each person, which ens 
abled him to return free of charge up to 12 p.m. of the samé 
day. ‘It is now the custom of the new contractor to éxact a’ 
fee both ways—even if the passenger is only half an hour ab-' 
sent sand at both. ends of the bridge tickets are taken.: A 
correspondent mentions that one day, in the course of half an; 
hour, a-person went and came across three times, having to. 
take a fresh. ticket each time. It is added that this is quite 
contrary to the rules of other bridges, and causes much annoy-. 
ance and loss to the people, for stantial reason it is arena fe | 
the noties of the authorities, : 


The Oudh Akhbér, of the 31st December, on the authority 
of a letter from Burhanpore, dated the 22nd December, states. it 
that the price of grain is lower in comparison with former times, 
and that stores are pouring in; but that, owing to a want of 

employment, the people are very much distressed. “‘ Taxing: 
Isat its height; the tehseeldar is much dreaded by:all for his: 
oppression, On the one side there is no employment, on the: 
other heavy taxation ; and the crowning of all, the hardships 
imposed by the authorities. It is a pity that the members of 
the committee are of one caste and creed, and that those under: 
the tehseoldar do nothing but assent to everything. All are: 
driven with onerod. ‘The Registry Office is under the tehseel s: 
- the mohurrix' of ‘this ‘department catses much distress to the 
: people ; ; for, until his hands: are well: warmed, he will not for-. 
_ Ward papers for registry ; and as much as fifteen days are oceu~’ 
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pied in getting a registered paper. out of the tehseel ; the. cone 
sequence is great inconvenience to the people, and those wha 


gre obliged to get their. work done have to endure all in 


silence, | 


. The Kéenémah, of he 26th Doin, 2 187 2, ennahiien of 
the apathy of the authorities in the suppression of furiqus dri+ 
ving.. He proceeds to say that wealthy people of Lucknow are 
quite regardless of consequences, and drive about in the most 
reckless manner without regard to the mischief they may cause, 
An instance is recorded in the shape of an unfortunate man 
who sustained injuries through the careless driving of a Babog 

who made off from the spot, The writer directs the attention 


of the City Magistrate to this evil, in order that measures = 
ne adopted to prevent a recurrence of it, . 


~The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 8rd J january, 187 3, notices # 

letter from Haidurgurh to the effect that, among other improve 
ments much needed, is the strict prohibition of quail and cock+. 
fighting, which amusements are rife in the city of Lucknow, 
dnd which lead to so much ruin. It is stated that the 
people give up house and home, and stake as much as 
Rs. 600 on the issue of these battles between winged animals, 
The writer alludes to certain persons who egg:on, and flatter 
Nawabs and others to continue the sport, while they them-, 
selves do not suffer from the consequences. “This kind of thing 
leads to much of the misery that is felt in.Lucknow, and it is 
as much against the law as gambling, which is prohibited by, 
the Hindu and Mahomedan laws, as well as. by the British, 
Government—a merciful Government, ever mindfal of the well-, 
fare of the people it rules, and anxious to avert any evil by which, 
they might suffer, wherefore we ‘indulge in the hope that some« 
thing may speedily be done to remedy the evil.”’ The. writer, 
is of opinion that quail and cock-fighting should be included. 


in the law that makes gambling penal: ‘and the Police should, | 
_ be instructed to arrest all who are found engaged in such. 


illegal amusements. In the first. instance it might suffice to, 
warn the transgressors | not to repeat the offence, and if they, 


(i) 
“persisted in doing so, they should be punished. It is sought 
that by this course much benefit would result to those who 
now squander their substance upon these pastimes. The article 
concludes by stating that Lucknow has been subjected to 
great calamities,—(1) the want of rain during the past three — 
years, (2) consequent sickness, and (3) the evil above noticed. 
The writer is of opinion that. Government should look as much 
after the property as it does after the lives of its subj ects. 


- "Pho Rohilkhund Akhbér, of the 28th December, mentions — 
that at Nujeebabad, in the Bijnour District, a person hired a 
 éart,; and drove towards the Gungoa Nuddee.: ‘When he got 
near the river, he murdered the driver of the cart, and made off 
with his property including the cart. and bullocks. Itis added 
that the Police are on the look-out. : 


The Akhbér-i-Aldm, of the 1st January, 1873, notices a — 
burglary in the house of a mahajun at Burhanpoor. A thief 
broke through the wall, and attempted to snateh a gold chain 
from the neck of the sleeping owner, who woke up, and caught 
hold of the thief; but during the struggle the latter succeeded 

in breaking the chain, a good thick one, and escaped with it. 
It is added that the mahajun shouted in vain; no one heard 
him , although the Police-station was.close to the house. 


The Oudh Akhbdr, of the 7th January, publishes a letter 
-of a correspondent at Burhanpoor, stating that a large body, — 
consisting: of some 6,000: gosains (religious mendicants), lately 
passed with great pomp from Nassick to Ojein. It is added 
that they had with them two ie > napo-deiins , standards, 
horses, and — ° * 
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